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The water, he pointed out to lawmakers, would be diverted from a river that has an average flow of 4 

million acre feet a year. 

"This is below most of the major diversions along the Green River and would not impair other 

existing water rights in the area." 

Tilton explained that the water that would be used was appropriated — but not put to use — for coal-

fired power plants that were planned in the 1960s but never constructed. 

"The water proposed for this is sent downstream for use by other states," he said. "It is water we 

don't currently use as a state." 

But multiple critics that include the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service say such a diversion would further 

compromise and cripple an already over allocated Colorado River system, posing threats to aquatic 

wildlife and ranching and farming interests. 

The debate too, centers on the high dollar investment construction of a nuclear power plant requires 

and if there will be enough demand for the electricity generated, making it financially viable for 

consumers. 

Tilton said the demand is already clearly there, adding that the company has been in talks with 18 

different utility interests which represent a need for 4,500 megawatts of electricity. The plant would 

generate 3,000 megawatts. 

The plant is years away from becoming a reality, however. 

Tilton said the company is going through the pre-permitting process with the Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission — a process that is expected to be done by 2016. The plant would take five years to 

build, and wouldn't be operational until 2021. 
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