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Southern California Edison. 

Schiavoni said the unit's other four owners - Public Service Company of New Mexico, Salt River 
Project, El Paso Electric and Tucson Electric Power - could interject and seek a part of Southern 
California Edison's shares. 

PNM spokesman Don Brown said the utility, which owns a 13 percent share in units four and five, is 
reviewing the details of the proposal. 

Nearly 550 people - 74 percent of whom are Navajo - work at the Four Corners plant. No layoffs are 
planned, and Schiavoni said APS is hopeful any future cuts could be obtained through attrition. 

"We do not perceive that to be a challenge in the next three to five years for appropriate staffing 
levels," he said. 

The Four Corners plant is fueled by coal from the Navajo Mine that covers thousands of acres on tribal 
land in northwestern New Mexico and employs 445 employees - 86 percent of whom are Navajo, said 
BHP spokesman Pat Risner. The three older units account for about 30 percent of the mine's sales, but 
no mine layoffs are planned. 

"With the time we have, we would plan to manage through attrition and retirement because it's not an 
immediate shutdown," Risner said. 

--- 

Associated Press Writer Susan Montoya Bryan in Albuquerque, N.M., contributed to this report 
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